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SYCAMORE LODGE #105 HOSTED REGION #1 MEETING

On Saturday, April 22, Sycamore Lodge hosted the Region #1 for the District. We had 51 members in attendance at this
meeting. They had three new members to take the initiatory Degree and eight for the last three degrees. Sycamore #105
served a very fine meal for lunch. Also after the meeting closed the Grand Lodge Executive Committee had 5 candidates for the
Grand Lodge Degree.
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Patricia Hutchings
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Robert Edwards
Dolores Walker
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6/12/22
6/16/37
6/17/29
6/23/33

NEWS FROM THE HOME

Hello from the home,
We have a busy month ahead of us
with National Nursing Home week.
The theme this year is "The Spirit
of America." We plan on celebrating
with a Mother's Day Tea and all of our
female residents will receive a flower.
Don Madlem is bringing antique tractors for the residents to admire and
take pictures with. We are all going
to dress the part for super hero day
and the residents can make their own
masks for the day. I know we are all
looking forward to the Chili Cook Off
contest so we can taste all the different
recipes and see which one is the best.
Take a trip down Route 66 Community
Night will be a night to remember for
residents, families and the community.
We will have a cookout and a car show
for everyone. We can't wait!
A few other things going on this
month is our Cinco-de-Mayo par ty,
Memorial Day and Prairie Winds coming to sing for us. The Mini Hooves
miniature horses are coming to see
us again and a class from St. Mar y's
School is coming to make crafts with
our residents as well. We are definitely
staying busy this month.
We are loving this beautiful weather and enjoying the sunshine ever y
chance we get.
Until next month - take care and be
well.
Jenna Black
Community Relations Coordinator

SYCAMORE ANGELS
REBEKAH LODGE #106
HOST FOOD DRIVE

Once again, the Sycamore Angels
will be hosting a Food Drive to benefit
Sycamore Food Pantr y Saturday,
May 6, and Sunday, May 7th. If you’re
able, please come out to support our
ef for ts to stock the shelves for the
Food Pantry located within Sycamore
United Methodist Church. From 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. we will be outside the
front doors of Hy-Vee Food Store at
2700 Dekalb Ave. in Sycamore. We are
collecting many items including paper
goods, canned food, pastas and sauces,
boxed dinners, diapers, baby food and
much more! Please come to support
the Angels and help out individuals and
families in need this spring season!
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R.I.P.

Brother Dennis (Paws) Spears
November 16, 1967
April 9, 2017
and his wife
Tanya Schafer
March 26, 1975
April 9, 2017
Brother Paws was a Member
of Century Lodge #492 Carpentersville
He was Initiated on September 18, 2004

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS FOR 2017

DATE, BRANCH, MEETING
June 3: Rebekah Assembly,
District #11
May 20: Rebekah Assembly,
District #19
June 10: Rebekah Assembly,
District #20
June 17: Rebekah Assembly,
District #29
June 24: Grand Encampment,
Field Meet in Lincoln 10-12 p.m.
October 11: Grand Encampment,
Grand Encampment in Lincoln, IL
October 20: Grand Encampment,
Department Council in Lincoln, IL

GRAND MASTER'S
MESSAGE

Illinois.
If you need help with your reports
please let us know ahead of time so
arrangement can be made.
Also plan to have your Rep. at Grand
Lodge in October. We need your input
at Grand Lodge.
In Friendship Love and Truth
Larry Gean Grand Master

ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

In February we were in Farmington,
Illinois for regional #2 meeting. A
good time was had by all with good
food and good friends. We had five
new members to receive their degree
work. Then I went down to Rushville,
Illinois on Sunday, Februar y 26th to
Pioneer #24 Lodge to celebrate their
170 year Celebration. We had cake, coffee, punch.
On Tuesday, Februar y 28th, I was
back to Lincoln, IL. for Executive meeting. Then on Tuesday night I went to
Winchester, IL. Where we installed new
officers for Pioneer Lodge #24 and Illini
Lodge #4.
On Saturday, March 4th, we went
to Flora, IL. For regional #5. Then on
Saturday, March 18th, we went to
Waterloo, Illinois for regional #4 Please
make plans to attend one of these meetings to receive the degree work that
you may need. On April 1, we had
Regional #3 in Mt. Zion, Illinois. We had
15 new candidates good food and good
friends, a great time was had by all. It
is great to make new friends across the
State.
Our last Regional #5 will be in
Sycamore, Illinois on April 22th. Please
make plans to attend this Regional with
your new members to receive their
degree work. I know that Sycamore
Lodge is working hard to put this
Regional together. If you need any
degree work this is the place to get all
of it done.
If you would like a visitation in your
Lodge just let me know so I may set a
time to come visit as my Calendar fills
up very fast. You can reach me through
the Grand Lodge Of fice in Lincoln,

Wow the sun!! Warmth!! What a
glorious weekend, my husband and
I spent our time outside I just could
not get enough of the sunshine. I was
like the hummingbird and was busy
planting the Pansy’s and a few other
flowers I found to buy, just so I could
have some color in my yard. I hope that
you enjoyed it also, as it looks like it is
now going to rain for the next few days.
I hate to tell you but once again
if you didn’t attend the Round Up in
Lincoln you missed a great time. You do
know that anyone can attend this and it
is a wonderful time. Clara Kay did the
cooking for the lunch this year and yep
that was great also…. I had the most
fun shooting the ducks!! The auction
had lots of items on it and raised some
good money. The money that is raised
goes to Autism, a great cause.
I hope the Easter Bunny hopped into
your home this year and left you with
some goodies. Maybe a card, phone
call, or a visit from a family member or
friend. An answered prayer, maybe just
a smile or a greeting from someone you
don’t know. On the other foot were you
the Easter Bunny for someone else??
Did you leave them with some goodies
also? You know it is never too late to
spread love and kindness. This is part
of what we should strive to do, it is part
of who we are and we should not fall
back on this. It doesn’t take much to
send a card or make a phone call, these
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littles jesters can make someone’s day.
Please take a few minutes to make
someone smile.
By the time this letter makes it to
your home I may be in Washington DC
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
What an Honor this is going to be to
lay a wreath at the tomb. I went to this
ceremony for the first time 2 years ago
with my Mother, Donna Wessels when
she was President. What a place! This is
such a beautiful, peaceful, and solemn
place, you can feel the difference from
the minute you enter the gates of the
cemetery. I hope that I will be able to
go again maybe every year I know that
I could never get tired of going there.
Have you ever gone? Maybe you should
make the trip. For a closer trip - maybe
take a trip to a few of the remaining
Spring meetings. Don’t know when
and where they are? Give me or any
of my officers a call or ask you lodge
secretary. If there is a way we can car
pool or once again, find a car load. We
would love to see you! At the meeting
in Granit City we were surprised
with some enter tainment, we had a
comedian do a short show. Thanks to
DP Sister Betty Barnett, we had lots of
laughs and a great time!! You just never
know what is going to happen at these
meetings, but you do need to show up
to find out… Need someone to come up
with a flag tribute in 2 minutes’ call on
Sister Audrey Jones she left us stunned
and in deep thought. What a great
group of Rebekahs in this District!
Thank you, ladies, for banding together
and helping Sister Betty with getting
this meeting of f the ground. I know
that there were others involved besides
Sisters Gail Ann, Audrey, her daughter
and her supporters. You Ladies deserve
a big hand. Thanks for being there to
help, you had a great meeting and I
thoroughly enjoyed myself.
I hope I see you soon but until then
tr y to make someone smile today, it
could make their day.
In F. L. & T.
Sharon

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

If your lodge has not come up to
your expectations and its membership you are about to leave, why not
try making it into the lodge you would
like it to be? After all, you are one of
its members, and if nothing you have
done, how can you condemn your
lodge, when responsibility you have
refused to accept?

GENEROSITY UNITED YOUTH GROUP

CENTURY LODGE #492

Saturday, April 1st Generosity United Youth Group #1
made chocolate chip cookies and delivered them to the police
and fire departments in Sandwich and Plano, IL to thank them
for their service.

Century Lodge #492 in Carpentersville on Thursday, April
27th meeting, had a visitor from St. Louis, Brother Steve Carr
from St. Louis #2 and Wildey Lodge #5. Brother Steve presented Pro Tem NG Grant Dudar and Pro Tem VG Tony Anthony
with Bolo Ties. Brother Steve and Sally had a good dinner
before the meeting and were welcomed by all members.

Pictured (L to R) are Brother Steve Carr, Sally Carr, NG
Grant Dudar, VG Tony Anthony.

Pictured are members Kayla Baldride, Peyton Dudzik, Sam
Christensen, Ryleigh Gerali, Amber Sebby, Donovan Cline
and Maykayla Cline.

LETTER

I have been a member of Rockford Lodge #140 for at least
35 years. I go through “The Illinois Odd Fellow” each issue
to see what is going on. Usually there are articles about
various lodges having functions such as food booths, social
gatherings, dinners, etc. My father, brother, brother-in-law
(Bob Wick) would attend the annual trap shoot put on by the
Bushnell Lodge, I believe. They were good times and I still
have fond memories of those days and others.
  
When I went through the April issue there were the usual
pleasant news about various wholesome activities. When I got
to page 7 I couldn’t believe what I saw. Especially with all the
controversy and division about the proliferation of weapons
in our society; I see a lodge raffling off a virtual arsenal. My
heart sank. They are legal but so are tobacco, alcohol and in
some states even marijuana but I wouldn’t recommend raffling
off those either.  
I still believe in the ideals of Odd Fellowship and have fond
memories of when I was active with other Odd Fellows (most
deceased now). I will be a dues-paying member until I die but
please encourage more constructive wholesome activities for
future fundraising.
In Friendship Love and Truth,
Paul (Dutch) Featherston
Oro Valley, AZ

In F, L&T
Jessica Yingling, Vice Grand Legend Lodge 212
Senior Adviser IOOF Generosity United Youth Group No. 1

MAY 29, 2017
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GRAND PATRIARCH

lion throughout our jurisdiction causing
damage in several communities. Even
though we are the encampment branch
of the Order, we all belong to an Odd
Fellow or Rebekah lodge and took an
oath to help our fellow man. When
you assist someone in your community,
be sure to mention the encampment
branch and our support for autism.
Has your encampment or auxiliary
held a fund raiser for autism? Send me
the particulars and I will make sure to
include them in my letter. All funds
collected are now sent to the Grand
Encampment of Illinois.

DEPARTMENT
COMMANDER
By the time you read this the Grand
Encampment Ladies Encampment
Auxiliaries Round Up for Autism will
have been held in Lincoln. I will give
you a complete accounting and run
down of all the fun and camaraderie
ever yone who attended had in next
month’s issue.
The All Degr ee Day held in
Sycamore on February 18 was attended
by 20, with 3 taking the encampment
degrees. Thank you to the Sycamore
lodge for allowing us to use their
hall, Rick Baker who headed up the
degree paraphernalia set up and all
who assisted in taking charges and
especially the Rebekahs for ser ving
lunch.
The Grand Encampment Ladies
Encampment Round Up for Autism
held in Lincoln on March 25th was
a fantastic success. 29 attended and
with the various game tables, auction
and donations a total of $1,501.00 was
raised for autism. This goes to prove
that even a small group of people can
accomplish anything. Thank you to all
who donated or participated. Special
thanks to Sister Clara Kay Nott and her
kitchen helpers who served a delicious
meal.
It is with sadness I repor t the
Ladies Encampment Auxiliaries in our
jurisdiction have decided to surrender
their char ters after the dissolution
of the Grand Ladies Encampment
Auxiliary in October 2016. Regardless
of the loss of these matriarchs, it is my
hope the Grand Encampment continues
to support any fundraiser for autism
and welcomes these past matriarchs to
participate also.
The winds of spring came in like a

As the new Captain of your Canton
begins their year, show suppor t by
attending regularly and having the floor
movements during your meetings. It is
easy to just sit around a table and pay
the bills or answer correspondence,
but our unit of the Order is set up as
a military unit and as such you should
be practicing the sword movements,
marching, the correct commands, etc.
Is every member’s uniform up to date
and everything placed correctly? Use
the Uniform Regulations to check this
out. Bring your uniforms to a meeting,
lay them on a table for ever yone to
check, sometimes we miss the little
details. Order from the Department
Adjutant any items you need.
Have you thought about participating
in a Memorial Day parade, maybe with
another organization or attending a
Memorial Day service? What a better
way to show the public our unit. Think
About It, Do It.
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ASSOCIATION
PRESIDENT

Dear Sisters & Brothers,
Now that Spring is here, hopefully
we will have milder weather. We are
getting rain which will help beautify
our earth with green grass, gardens
and flowers.
Have you planted seeds of
Friendship, Love and Truth? When
seeds are planted they need tending too
and remove any weeds (rumors). Seeds
can be like members and it is up to you
to keep seeds growing. Like seeds we
must call on our members, health-wise
and this will show them that we care
for them.
If we want our Lodges to stay open
tell others how we care for the needs
of all people. Share good news with as
many as possible.
Remember my Poem I go by: The
Way to Happiness
Keep your Heart from Hate
Your Mind free from Worry
Love Simply
Expect Little
Give Much
Trust God
Fill your Life with Love
Forget Self-- Think of Others
Do as you would be done by
Thank God for all your Blessings
Do all you can for people without a
thought of personal gain.
By following these guide lines you
will be well on your way to Happiness.
Happy Spring, Mothers Day, and
Memorial Day!
Chivalrously,
Lady Sheila Reamer
Association President

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

As the mailing list for the
ILLINOIS ODD FELLOW is published and corrected by the Grand
Lodge Office, please send all changes of address and names of deceased
members to the Grand Lodge
Office.

The Illinois Odd Fellow
The Illinois Odd Fellow (USPS 258-240).
Published by the Grand Lodge Office of Illinois, P.O. Box 248, Lincoln, IL 62656.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Illinois Odd Fellow, P.O. Box 248,
Lincoln, IL 62656.

Periodical
Postage Paid at
Lincoln, IL 62656
And At Additional
Mailing Offices
USPS 258240

Wr i t e t o : G R A N D L O D G E O F
ILLINOIS, IOOF, P.O. Box 248,
LINCOLN, IL 62656-0248.
Send “In Memoriam” to P.O. Box 248,
Lincoln, IL 62656-0248.

MT. ZION LODGE #300 HOSTED A DEGREE DAY

On April 1, 2017, the Mt Zion Lodge #300 hosted a Regional Meeting for the purpose of providing a Degree Day for new
Brothers. A total of 48 members attended the event which included a free lunch ( ribeye steaks, hamburgers, potato salad,
pasta salad, chips and cookies ). Donations to Autism fund were accepted.

The following 11 Mt Zion Lodge brothers received their degree work, Kevin Voight, Zack Day, Chris Perry, Tim May, Tim
May Jr, Clint Ashmore, Pete Skeffington, Lonnie Marshall, Riley Reynolds, Andy Hogan, Vince Rodriguez. The Mt Zion lodge
also welcomed six brothers from area lodges who also received their degree work, David Lee from Arthur Lodge #742, Toby
Hammond, Troy Eddinger, and Spencer Newman from Winchester Pioneer Lodge #70, Laura Seile from Tuscola Lodge #316
and Dennis Mennenza from Leroy Lodge #149.
Once again the Regional Degree Team did an outstanding job and Jeff Miller and his crew prepared a meal that was
appreciated by all. The Mt Zion Lodge was thankful for everyone able to attend and the fellowship.
Thank you
Jon Thomas, Secretary
Mt Zion I.O.O.F. Lodge #300

