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BUSHNELL LODGE #322

Had a good meeting last night hosting District 50 with our annual Rabbit Supper. Grand Master Jim Bott purchased the cake
in the photo. The money goes to support the many Grand Lodge projects such as DARE, Scholarship, Rose Parade, Visual
Research, etc.
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ODD FELLOW REBEKAH HOME
201 Lafayette Ave., Mattoon, Illinois 61938

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Marie Litteken
Thelma Whetsell
Betty Harris

2/09/25
2/11/24
2/23/37

IN MEMORIUM
RUTH MRIZEK
Past Grand Matriarch
1942-2018

EVENTS THIS MONTH
JANUARY 2019

1 NEW YEARS DAY --OFFICE CLOSED
LINCOLN
5 CHILDREN'S HOME BOARD
LINCOLN
15 IOOF MANAGEMENT CORP/
HOUSING
BUFFALO
22 EXECUTIVE BOARD
LINCOLN
25 IOOF/REBEKAH HOME
BOARD
MATTOON
28 BRIGHTON OSYSTER DINNER
ALTON

NEWS FROM THE HOME

Hello from the home,
Happy New Year!
What a splendid Holiday season we
had in December. We welcome 2019
with open arms! We are slowly recouping from the holidays and I think it's
safe to say that everyone had a great
Christmas and a Happy New Year. We
want to thank the Odd Fellow's and
Rebekah's for giving us the opportunity
to buy gifts for our residents. It really
does put a smile on their faces and they
are so lucky to have such a caring and
generous organization to make this
possible.
The resident Christmas Party was a
delight.
The Activity Department had a very
successful Chili luncheon to help raise
money for the "Shop with a Cop" program on December 7. The residents
sold their goodies on December 21st
and all the proceeds go to the activity
department.
Until next month- take care and be
well.
Danita Starwalt,
Community Relations Coordinator
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ARTHUR LODGE

Arthur lodge Christmas dinner and
dance Saturday, December 8, night we
all had a good time.

ODD FELLOWS TAKING THE ICE

Mt Zion Odd Fellows/Knockerball at Decatur Blaze
Hockey, Decatur Civic Center.
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FRIENDSHIP LODGE #24

DISTRICT #50

The Big Buddy Youth Christmas par ty was held on
Saturday, December 8, 2018 at the Princess Theater in
Rushville. The party was open to all youth and their families
and there were 128 in attendance with 81 of them being youth.
Director Don Schieferdecker and Assistant Director Thursa
Edwards greeted everyone in the lobby and helped get everyone seated. The Christmas movie, Polar Express was held at
1:30 p.m. and a grand slam of large popcorn, candy bar and
soda was given to all attending. Santa Claus arrived to greet
everyone and gift bags of oranges and candy were given to
each child along with a large ice cream sundae gift certificate
from the Rushville Dairy Queen. Mason Vincent had made
plastic Polar Express tickets matching the tickets shown in
the movie and those were given to each youth as a souvenir.
Chaperones were Don Schieferdecker, Thursa Edwards,
Allen, Angie and Angelica Smith. Schieferdecker advised
plans are being made for the January Big Buddy outing and
the details will be later announced. The Big Buddy youth program is sponsored by the Rushville Odd Fellows Friendship
lodge.

District #50 held their Kickoff meeting at Monmouth #61
lodge. All enjoyed a fried chicken supper before the meeting.
During the meeting C. William Olson received his 65 year
membership pin. Bill joined the Cameron lodge in November
1953, and transferred to Monmouth when their lodge closed.
He has held all offices in the lodge and enjoys wearing his
pin. Those helping with the presentation were: Grand Master
Jim Bott, Bill, Noble Grand John Foster, and District Deputy
Grand Master for #50 Terry Lester.

Save the Date
June 23, 2019
From:

GRAND MASTER PRESENTS PINS TO
JERSEYVILLE LODGE #53

Noon to 3 P.M.

Where:

Odd Fellow's Children's Home
721 Wyatt Ave, Lincoln Illinois

Invited:

All Odd Fellow's & Rebekah's
Come help us Celebrate
Odd Fellow's 200th Anniversary
1819-2019

Prize for the most members from one lodge.
Lunch will be served.

On December 6th, Grand Master, Jim Bott, presenting a 10
year membership pin to Vice Grand Lloyd Fry (right) and a 20
year pin to Lodge Secretary, Danny Lockhart (left).
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SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

Legend IOOF lodge #212, Plano hosted the presentation
of two scholarship recipients during their meeting, following a Lasagna supper for everyone present. Alyssa Holliday,
Earlville is planning to be an Ag Veterinarian, and Sebreena
Zeitoun, Aurora is going into the Bio-Medical field.

Terr y Lester, Vice Grand is shown presenting a lodge
scholarship to Megan Foster during a meeting of Monmouth
Lodge #61. Megan is the granddaughter of Noble Grand John
Foster who was unable to be present because of a fall resulting in a broken hip.

Pictured are Alyssa, Bonnie Hensley, and Sebreena.

The rest of Megans’ family were able to be there though
and are pictured from left to right: John’s wife and Megan's
grandmother Janet Foster, mom AnnJanette Foster, Terr y
Lester, Megan, and her dad John Foster, Jr. Megan is attending the University of St. Francis, Galesburg majoring in
Nursing.
Livingston IOOF Lodge #290, Fairbury hosted two of the
scholarship recipients before their meeting with a delicious
meal. Both Milian Chad Leman and Rebekah Kaeb are from
Fairbur y and received Agriculture Scholarships. Rebekah
is attending Illinois State and plans to be a veterinarian and
Milian is studying farming.

One of our most excited recipients this year was Abigail
Morgan from Freeport. Abby is a Business Major. Abigail is
attending the University of Wisconsin, Majoring in Marketing
and hopes to graduate in 2 years with the credits she earned
while in High School. I enjoyed visiting with her and learning
of her plans and receiving the thanks that she expressed for
the Scholarship.
Photo taken by Bonnie Hensley

Pictured are Clara Kay Nott, Milian Chad Leman, Rebekah
Kaeb, and Bonnie Hensley.
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CENTURY LODGE #492

BRIGHTON I.O.O.F. LODGE #366

Century Lodge #492 spreading some FLT with veterans
at the Midwest Shelter for homeless veterans in Wheaton,
Illinois.

Brighton #366 recently made several donations to the project of the Order, but they also gave money to St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church Brighton Food Pantry.

Allen H. Jones, Secretary of the Lodge presented the check
to Pantry workers, Dorothy Schroeder, and Sylvia Skinner.
The Lodge also donated to The Southwestern Pack-A-Sack
School Program.

JERSEYVILLE IOOF LODGE #53

Jerseyville Odd Fellows Lodge #53 hosted their Annual
Christmas Dinner. There were 28 present this year, with
four lodges being represented. Grand Master Jim Bott,
Donna Grable President of the Rebekah Assembly, and Vice
President Nann Johnson were present. No dinner is completed without the help of the Lady Rebekah’s.

With all the food being ready to eat, the men were not
happy to stop and take a picture.
Left to Right backrow: Allen Jones, David Scheffel, Danny
Lockhart, Richard Jones, and Lloyd Fryl
Front Rowe left to right: Clifford Link, Milton Ruyle.

RUBY REBEKAHS #263

Rebekah pictured L-R Linda Jones, Cara Sherwood, and
Connie Ruyle. A family of Rebekahs, Linda, her neice, and sister. They keep the lodge going, with Associate Members, and
a lot of work.
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WOODSTOCK LODGE #60

Woodstock's recently formed IOOF — International Order
of Oddfellows — has hosted the first in what is expected to be
a long tradition of Christmastime events.
The "Odd Christmas," a charity held in different forms by
Oddfellows lodges all over the country, was Guardian Lodge
60's statement that, despite being back in town for only a year
this month, they were determined to do as much as they could
to support the community.
April Smith, who is par t of the IOOF female auxiliar y
association, the Rebekahs, was the main organizer of the
event Dec. 8, which helped to spread joy and togetherness of
Christmas to families who might otherwise miss out.
"It's fabulous," Smith said. "We have 16 families, 41 children. ... We're ser ving them a dinner, we're sending them
home with Christmas gifts like toys and clothes and full stockings, and Christmas dinner. So they come and they get to see
Santa and get a gift from him, and then they go home with,
essentially, Christmas. It's been a lot of shopping and a lot of
note-taking."
Lucas Arnold, lodge warden for the Woodstock Oddfellows,
called the project "an undertaking."
"But when you see the families and the looks on the kids'
faces, that's what it all comes down to," he said. "We've had
months and months of planning that all comes down to today.
[The lodges] all do different variations of it. We all have
our own separate Christmas thing that we do, but as the
Woodstock lodge, this is our idea of what we can give back to
the community."
Help from Harley
Arnold gave his appreciation to Doug Jackson, owner
and manager of Woodstock Harley-Davidson, for opening
the doors of his dealership for the event. With Christmas
decorations, a roaring fireplace, and row after row of gleaming
motorcycles, it made the perfect venue for the group that has
yet to establish itself in its own building.
"It's pretty awesome, ..." Jackson said in speaking of the
group. "It's great to see the Oddfellows getting back together
in Woodstock and giving back, helping out these families."
With him was Jim Gaylord, a member of the East Dundee
Oddfellows, who said, "the Woodstock lodge is in its first year
of rebirth, so for us to be able to make this happen within the
first year has been incredible. It'll be a super event; we hope
to be able to do this for many moons to come."
"The kids loved it"
Aside from members from East Dundee, Oddfellows
and their wives and girlfriends showed up from Plano,
Carpentersville, Sandwich, and elsewhere to help with the
Woodstock event, providing more hands on deck than anyone
knew what to do with.
Mike Cichonski, noble grand of the Woodstock lodge, said
afterward that the event "went great.‚"
"The kids loved it," he said. ‚"Santa, Mrs. Claus, and their
elf were a hit, and everyone enjoyed themselves."
Cichonski also cited his group's valediction to "relieve the
distressed" as the charity's inspiration. He reported that the
Woodstock lodge was "going good... we're growing."
"I've got three new members coming in, and we'll be initiat-

ing them shortly," he said.
"The city has reached out to
us a few times for help, so
we're doing good.‚"
To maintain the confidentiality of the families, The
Independent was asked not to
photograph the event itself,
but official photos and videos
can be found on the group's
Facebook page at facebook.
com/guardian60.
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS

As the mailing list for the
ILLINOIS ODD FELLOW is published and corrected by the Grand
Lodge Office, please send all changes of address and names of deceased
members to the Grand Lodge
Office.
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Wr i t e t o : G R A N D L O D G E O F
ILLINOIS, IOOF, P.O. Box 248,
LINCOLN, IL 62656-0248.
Send “In Memoriam” to P.O. Box 248,
Lincoln, IL 62656-0248.

FOX RIVER REBEKAH LODGE

December 12, 2018 we were busy wrapping presents for students at District 300. We helped give a great Christmas to 9 kids
this year.

