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Our 183rd Year

ODD FELLOWS ENJOYING TRUNK OR TREAT

Does anyone recognize this Odd Fellow?  He had fun and dressed up with the kids and handed out candy along with our 
Rebekah sisters.  Here are some of the kids that visited with them and enjoyed the treats they were handing out.
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ODD FELLOW -
REBEKAH HOME

201 Lafayette Ave., Mattoon, Illinois 61938

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS

Gobleman, Irma    Jan 02
Skinner, Rita    Jan 10
Seaman, Thomas   Jan 17
Murray, Susan    Jan 19
Parker, Charles    Jan 23
Phillips, Margaret   Jan 27
Walton, Clarence    Jan 29
Englund, Carol    Jan 30
Marian Arnold    2/15
Dorothy Rose    2/15
Shirley Harshbarger   2/17
Patsy Behncke    2/20
Viola Boyd    2/20
Jahala Aaron    2/24
Lloyd Stone    2/27

SEND NEWS TO:
Grand Lodge of Illinois

Editor Illinois Odd Fellow Paper
845 Wyatt Avenue, PO Box 248

Lincoln, IL 62656-0248
Phone: 217-735-2561

Fax: 217-735-2562
E-mail: grandeditor@frontier.com

NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the home!  

We are busy getting ready for the 
holidays here at Odd Fellows.  Our 
Residents are working hard on their 
crafts for the Bake/Craft Sale on 
December 16th at the home.  This is 
such a big help to our Activity depart-
ment. 

Our residents have been on isolation 
most of the month due to a COVID out-
break in the facility.  They have been 
pursuing individual activities on their 
own, bingo in the halls and the activity 
department has been taking book and 
craft carts around for everyone. 

Thanksgiving has passed and we are 
moving on to the Christmas Season.  
We have decorated numerous trees 
throughout the facility.  Many local 
carolers will be coming to spread the 
holiday cheer.  We have our Christmas 
Party from the Board on the 16th.  We 
love seeing everyone come in and cel-
ebrate with us.

A memorial celebration for all 
that have passed will also occur in 
December.

Our Facility will be sponsoring a 
night at Mattoon Lightworks and will 
be passing goodies out to the commu-
nity from 5:00-7:00 pm on December 
15, 2022.  Come visit us!

New years will be celebrated with a 
party and music!  We are going to bring 
2023 in with hopes of a healthy, happy 
and successful year for everyone. 

May your holidays be filled with all 
the love your heart can handle.  Be safe 
this year. 

Until next time, 

Penny R. Shinholster, CRC
Community Relations Coordinator

BUSHNELL ANNUAL 
RABBIT SUPPER 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 
13th

Bushnell Lodge #366 will hold their 
Annual Rabbit Supper on Tuesday 
December 13th at 6:30 p.m. & Open 
meetings at 7:30 p.m.

Hope to see you there. Grand 
Master will be making a formal visit 
and they will have a cake auction.

TODAY I WILL MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

(Excerpt from Max Lucado’s book “On 
the Antil”)

Today I will make a difference. I will 
begin by controlling my thoughts. A 
person is the product of his thoughts. 
I want to be happy and hopeful. 
Therefore, I will have thoughts that are 
happy and hopeful.  I refuse to be vic-
timized by my circumstances. I will not 
let petty inconveniences such as stop-
lights, long lines and traffic jams be my 
masters.  I will avoid negativism and 
gossip.  Optimism will be my compan-
ion, and victory will be my hallmark. 
Today I will make a difference. 

I will be grateful for the twenty-four 
hours that are before me.  Time is a 
precious commodity.  I refuse to allow 
what little I have to be contaminated 
by self-pity, anxiety or boredom. I will 
face this day with the joy of a child and 
the courage of a giant. I will drink each 
minute as though it is my last. When 
tomorrow comes, today will be gone 
forever. While it is here,  I will use it for 
loving and giving. Today I will make a 
difference.

I will not let past failures haunt me. 
Even though my life is scarred with 
mistakes. I refuse to rummage through 
my trash heap of failures. I will admit 
them. I will correct them. I will press 
on Victoriously. No failure is too fatal. 
It’s OK to stumble. I will get up. It’s 
OK to fail. I will rise again. Today I will 
make a difference. 

I will spend time with those I love. 
My Spouse, my children, my family. A 
man can own the world but be poor for 
the lack of love. A man can own noth-
ing and yet be wealthy in relationships. 
Today I will spend at least five minutes 
with the significant people in my world. 
Five quality minutes of talking or hug-
ging or thinking or listening. Five undi-
luted minutes with my mate, children 
and friends. 

Today I will make a difference.

FOUND IN LODGE 
ROOM

TIED TO A cHAIR A BAG FROM 
FARM AND HOME SuPPLy cLOSE 

TO THE cHAPLAIN’S cHAIR ON 
ONE OF THE TAN cHAIRS. TELL 

ME WHAT IT IS AND IT IS yOuRS.
cONTAcT GRAND LODGE OFFIcE

217-735-2561
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GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we continue our journey this year 
let me remind you that you are not on 
this road by yourself.  We belong to 
an order based on the teachings that 
we help one another and help other 
people.  We are not able to accomplish 
this mission alone, we need to work 
together and support one another to 
meet our goals of making this world a 
better place.

The Grand Lodge is busy planning 
the activities for the coming year and 
by the time you read this we hope 
to have our schedule for Regional 
Meetings around the state to help your 
lodge confer the degrees for your new 
members. 

This year our Sovereign Grand 
Master Michelle Heckart’s theme is 
Teamwork.  Here is what she says 
about Teamwork.

TEAMWORK:  Teamwork is a 
positive action, taken by members of 
our lodges, Pulling together for the 
good of our Order.  Together we make 
dreams a reality.  Energize your meet-
ings and encourage new members.  
Accept change gracefully.  Membership 
old and new is the key to our suc-
cess.  Work always for the Good of 
our Order.  Offer to harness yourself 
to a new member.  Remember always 
Friendship, Love and Truth.  Keep 
active in your lodge.

If we can work together as a team, 
extend out a sincere heartfelt hand of 
friendship and love, I believe that we 
can grow our Order and make this a 
better place to live.

Fraternally yours in F,L & T 
Steve Pigg
Grand Master

ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
 
As I sit down to write this letter I 

look outside, it is 77 degrees and 
sunny. It is a perfect day. I have just 
returned from De Moines, Iowa where 
my traveling companions, Sister Clara 
Kay Nott, Sister Bonnie Hensley, 
Sister Susan Shove and I attended 
the Testimonial for Sovereign Grand 
Master Michelle Heckert.  It was truly 
enjoyable.

By now Thanksgiving has come 
and gone.  Hopefully everyone had a 
wonderful day visiting with family and 
friends.

My symbol is the Moon and Seven 
Stars.  It presents to our minds the 
never-failing order which pervades all 
nature and impresses us with the value 
of system, regularity and precision in 
all our duties.  They cast their mellow 
rays through the dreary hours of dark-
ness, inspiring courage and hope.  We 
are taught to spread our softening influ-
ence over the dark abodes of sorrow 
and adversity and by cheering words 
and helpful deeds disperse the gather-
ing gloom. Let your light shine as the 
silvery moon and your good deeds be 
as bright as the stars sparking in the 
heavens.

Remember to be Kind to one anoth-
er and do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.  We hear this 
in every meeting. Don’t forget to ask 
someone to join, even if you asked 
before.  Circumstances may have 
changed, and they may have reconsid-
ered.

In F.L. & T.
Sandra Coulter, 
Assembly President

DECEMBER 10TH
The Grand Master postponed the 

November 19th meeting so those that 
wanted to attend Eugene Etherton’s 
funeral would be able to. We gave 
Eugene a fine send off for a job well 
done. Here is the new schedule. On 
December 10th we will have the 
Regional Directors and the District 
Deputy Grand Masters meeting in 
Lincoln at 10:00 A.M. then we will have 
the Planning Committee at 11:00 A.M. 
We will ser ve Lunch following the 
meetings. Then everyone is free to go 
on with their weekend. Again, the sign 
up is on the website a form similar to 
the last time. The school of Instruction 
they are planning on having some 
time in January at Lincoln.  As soon as 
the date is set, we will get it out to all 
you all. Watch the website and lodge 
emails to find out about the School of 
Instruction it will also have a sign-up 
form on the website as soon as we find 
out the date. Hope everyone had a safe 
and Happy Thanksgiving.

BE ODD
Odd Fellows and Rebekahs
Be Odd. Be so strong that nothing 

can disturb your tranquility, your peace 
of mind.

Always talk health, happiness and 
prosperity to every person you meet.

Make all your members feel that 
there is much good in them and that 
they are needed.

Look at the bright side of every-
thing.

Think the best, believe the best, 
work for the best and expect the best.

Be more enthusiastic about the suc-
cess of your brothers and sisters than 
you are about your own.

Forget the mistakes of the past and 
press on to greater achievements.

Wear a cheerful look and give every-
one you meet a smile.

Spend so much time improving your-
self that you will have no time to criti-
cize others.

Be too big for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear.

Avoid trouble by being too happy for 
it to appear.

Be Odd.

IN MEMORIUM
Eugene Etherton

11/26/1946 – 11/11-2022
Leroy Lodge #149 
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 LIVINGSTON LODGE #290 AND OTTAWA LODGE #41 SHOW
BROTHERHOOD AND SOLIDARITY

The Grand Warden and the Brothers 
and Sisters of Ottawa Lodge 41 visited 
Livingston Lodge in Fairbury on their reg-
ular Tuesday meeting night November 
22nd. The Members and Visitors were 
treated to a wonderful pizza and salad din-
ner. The lodge was opened in due form 
and all enjoyed a evening of Brotherhood 
and Solidarity to start off the holiday sea-
son.

F L T
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PALACKY LODGE #630
32 families will be able to have a happy Thanksgiving dinner! Thank you to all 

the members of Palacky Lodge #630 who put so much thought and effort into 
making this happen! A special thanks to the Reilly Foundation for their gener-
ous donation and a special thanks also to Mike, Jerry and Doug who man the 
pro desk at the Home Depot in Darien for the generous contribution of all these 
totes!

 

Sister Evie Mrizek out shopping with her dad.
Brother Steve Mrizek buying all the groceries 
for the Thanksgiving dinners we will pack 
tomorrow at the lodge Hall to distribute to those
in need in time to prepare Thanksgiving dinner
at home with their families!
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Best Wishes for Peace and Joy 

This Holiday Season and a New Year 

Of  

Health, Happiness and Prosperity 

From: 

 

Your Grand Lodge Executive Committee 

 

Grand Master– Steve Pigg 

DGM– Terry Lester 

GW– Ray Jackson 

GS– Rich Herring 

GT– Arlan Miller 

GR– Eric Smith 

GR– Jim Bott 

Jr PGM-Mat Yingling 


