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GRAND MASTER CAKE

           

Grand Master Steve Pigg ended up spending $600 on the Grand Master cake he had a lot of peo-
ple looking to run it up to repay the favor he did for them in past years.  Sovereign Grand Master 
Michelle Hacket ending up giving $200.00 for her cake.  Steve Pigg is Michelle's Sovereign Grand 
Marshal.
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MARCH/APRIL 
BIRTHDAYS

Mary Hudson 3-8, Betty Eisner 3-10 
(95), Janice Peterson 3-13, Eulalia Sweet 
3-20 (101), Judy Hall 3-26 (75), William 
Hamel 3—27, John Junkins 3-29, Diana 
Weaver 3-30 (75) John Redden 4-3, 
Nancy Clapp 4-3 (85), Richard Kirk 
4-8 (95), Warren Driskell 4-8, Madonna 
Organ 4-16, Marion Rohlinger 4-18, 
Wilma Turner 4-19, Corinthia Croy 4-23, 
Bettie Butler 4-24, Lovetta Markley 4-28 
(95)

SEND NEWS TO:
Grand Lodge of Illinois

Editor Illinois Odd Fellow Paper
845 Wyatt Avenue, PO Box 248

Lincoln, IL 62656-0248
Phone: 217-735-2561

Fax: 217-735-2562
E-mail: grandeditor@ioof-il.org

NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the home!  

What a great star t to the New 
Year!  I hope everyone’s year is filled 
with lots of love, happiness and good 
health.  Here at Odd Fellows, we are 
recuperating from the Holiday season.  
I don’t know about anyone else, but 
this last year was exhausting!   We are 
as always busy here.  Activities has a 
lot of fun things planned to keep the 
residents entertained!  Cooking class 
is always a fun treat, the residents 
made Rueben Dip and the next week 
made Homemade Blueberry Pancakes! 
We Celebrated National Activities 
Professional day in Januar y! Thank 
you to our dedicated Activity staff who 
entertains our residents daily!  You are 
so appreciated!  We also celebrated Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s Birthday.

Februar y has a lot of activities 
planned with the crowning of the 
King and Queen at the Valentine’s 
Day Party! We also will be celebrat-
ing Mardi Gras!  Who doesn’t love to 
celebrate a little taste of Louisiana?! 
February 3 is National Red Day, wear 
your favorite Red shirt and support the 
American Heart Association.  National 
Food Service week is the 5-11!  We are 
so proud to honor our Dietary staf f!  
They work hard to deliver delicious, 
hot meals to our residents three times 
a day!  They provide a relaxing atmo-
sphere for our Resident’s to dine in.  
They are always willing to provide a 
substitute if there is something they 
dislike!  So, Thank you to all our 
Dietary personnel!  

March we will celebrate National 
Long Term Administrator’s week! 
We are proud of our Leader David 
Stander fer who dedicates his time 
to our Residents, Staff and Families.  
David has been an asset to Odd 
Fellows for over 15 years.  He is a 
devoted Husband to his wife Karen of 
45 years as well as a dedicated Father 
and Grandfather!  He continues to 
ensure our residents receive excellent 
care, that our employees provide great 
customer service and that everyone 
who walks through our doors are made 
to feel a part of our “family”.  Thank 
you for all you do David for everyone!

We also will celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day in March with a celebration, 
attempt to get use to the time change 
as it will occur on March 12, 2023.  We 
also will celebrate National Doctor’s 
Day and provide goodies to those phy-
sicians that dedicate their service to 

our residents. 
From our home to yours, I will share 

this Irish Blessing.  “May your days be 
many, and your troubles be few.  May 
all God’s blessings descend upon you.  
May peace be with you may your heart 
be strong.  May you find what you’re 
seeking wherever you roam.” 

Penny R. Shinholster, CRC
Community Relations Coordinator

DEPARTMENT OF 
ILLINOIS

PATRIARCHS MILITANT
INDEPENDENT ORDER 

OF ODD FELLOWS
January 10, 2023

To All Cantons:

It is with sadness that I inform you 
that Colonel Rober t Franklin Lass 
passed away on January 8, 2023.

Rober t was a long t ime Odd 
Fellow most recently a member of 
Palacky lodge, a member of United 
Encampment and a Past  Grand 
Patriarch, a member of James Steiner 
Canton and a Past  Depar tment 
Commander, and a member of Cicero 
Rebekah Lodge.

Robert retired to Pullman, Michigan 
with his wife Jeanine and raised 
Beagles.

Ser vices will be held Januar y 
11, 2023 at 11:00 am, at Irving Park 
Cemetery in Chicago. There will be an 
Odd Fellow service, all members of the 
Order are encouraged to attend.

Chivalrously,
/s/ Maj. Gen. Janet Bruce
Department Adjutant
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GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I hope that ever yone had a ver y 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  By now I hope that your new 
lodge of ficers have been installed 
and you have a school of instruc-
tion scheduled.  We have instructors 
scattered around the state for you to 
select from for a school. I also hope 
that the upcoming calendar that the 
Grand Lodge has planned will give 
the lodges an opportunity to get their 
new candidates their degree work.  
There are regional meetings planned 
around the state to make it easier to 
travel to a meeting closer to you.  The 
Regional meetings are Momento #44 
Farmington February 25th, Waterloo 
Lodge March 4th, Mt Zion Lodge 
March 18th, Ottawa Lodge April 1st, 
and Flora Lodge April 29th.  As this 
year begins try to go out and at least 
sign up one new member for your 
lodge.  The Grand Lodge is working 
hard to make it easier for your lodge 
to operate and communicate with the 
Grand Lodge.  By the time you read 
this your lodge might already have a 
laptop computer and we are working 
on getting every lodge internet ser-
vice to be able to receive email commu-
nications, annual reports, sign up for 
events, etc. right from your lodge hall.  
The 501 c-3 is proceeding with several 
lodges looking at proposals to submit 
for the benefit of your communities. 

I again remind you of my motto for 
the year:  Love One Another, Respect 
One Another, Communicate With One 
Another and then Cooperate With One 
Another. 

Fraternally yours in F,L & T 
Steve Pigg
Grand Master

ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
 
As I sit down to write this letter I 

look outside, it is 77 degrees and 
sunny. It is a perfect day. I have just 
returned from De Moines, Iowa where 
my traveling companions, Sister Clara 
Kay Nott, Sister Bonnie Hensley, 
Sister Susan Shove and I attended 
the Testimonial for Sovereign Grand 
Master Michelle Heckert.  It was truly 
enjoyable.

By now Thanksgiving has come 
and gone.  Hopefully everyone had a 
wonderful day visiting with family and 
friends.

My symbol is the Moon and Seven 
Stars.  It presents to our minds the 
never-failing order which pervades all 
nature and impresses us with the value 
of system, regularity and precision in 
all our duties.  They cast their mellow 
rays through the dreary hours of dark-
ness, inspiring courage and hope.  We 
are taught to spread our softening influ-
ence over the dark abodes of sorrow 
and adversity and by cheering words 
and helpful deeds disperse the gather-
ing gloom. Let your light shine as the 
silvery moon and your good deeds be 
as bright as the stars sparking in the 
heavens.

Remember to be Kind to one anoth-
er and do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.  We hear this 
in every meeting. Don’t forget to ask 
someone to join, even if you asked 
before.  Circumstances may have 
changed, and they may have reconsid-
ered.

In F.L. & T.
Sandra Coulter, 
Assembly President

THANK YOU AS I BEGIN 
THE NEXT CHAPTER OF 

LIFE
On May 23, 1988, I began my jour-

ney working for Odd Fellow Heritage 
Apartments in Buffalo.  I had no idea 
what I was getting into, but it has been 
a great ride.  Esther Bast, the manag-
er, took this gal with no backbone and 
whipped her into shape.  She would 
push me to take every class that per-
tained to the apartments that came 
along.  I have worked for a variety of 
board members and have genuinely 
loved every one of them. I worked only 
a few blocks from my home which 
allowed my children to grow up around 
the residents.  This helped my daugh-
ter to become a hospice R.N. in the 
state of Florida.  The hours at the apart-
ments allowed me to also drive a school 
bus before and after work for 24 years.  
The school gave me permission to take 
the residents on many excursions in 
my bus.  My husband has worked the 
maintenance here for 20 years.  As I’m 
in the process of retiring, he is step-
ping into the office and learning that 
operation.  I will continue to help him 
as long as he needs me.  I have worked 
since I was 14 years old and have 
always wanted to just be a housewife.  
Circumstances just never allowed it in 
the past but will now.   Another thing 
very near and dear to my heart is an 
organization called CARE.  It allows me 
to pick my hours and help an elderly 
person be able to stay in their home 
instead of going to a nursing home so 
soon.

In closing, I want to say that I 
believe the Odd Fellows and Rebekahs 
is a wonderful organizations.  It has 
been so rewarding watching so many 
get to finish out their years in such 
wonderful apartments without causing 
financial hardship on them.  I wish to 
thank the Odd Fellow Heritage Board 
members for their years of faith in me. 
I also want to give a special thank you 
to Janis Klockenga for her patience 
with me when I’d mess something up.  
God bless each and every one of you!

                                                                                                                                                
Sincerely, 

                                                                                                                                                
Debbi Rodden

F L T
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 LITTLE ROCK LODGE 171

Little Rock Lodge 171 donates coats, shoes and many other
things to CASA of Kendall County. 

               Jr PGM Mathew Yingling and PG Jessica Yingling
               play Mr. and Mrs. Claus throughout the Plano
               and Yorkville area

 MT ZION #300

Mt Zion Odd Fellows presented a Sponsor of the Year plaque to Flooring America owner, Cody Garrett.  Flooring America 
sponsorships have greatly helped the Mt Zion Lodge with fundraising and supporting our community.  Pictured below Kent 
Newton, Rob Perkins, Cody Garrett, Kevin Marquis and PNG Bill Hutton.        
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 MT ZION ODD FELLOWS
The Mt Zion Odd Fellows #300 held a food donation drive for the Mt Zion Food Pantry and the members stepped up with a 

substantial food donation.  The Lodge, NG Bill Hutton and VG Paul Higar, then added to that with a $2,500 donation, accepted 
by Earleen Hartich from the food pantry.

Earleen was extremely thankful advising that the number of local families needing food assistance had substantially 
increased and they had drained supplies.  She advised that the food and cash donation would help provide for families during 
Christmas.

BUSHNELL #322
On December 27,  Grand Master Steve Pigg presented jewels to Greg Fayhee 30 year and Leroy Kitch a 40 year.  Leroy actu-

ally has 42 years, but he wanted to wait until I was Grand Master to do the presentation.

Greg Fayhee, Steve Pigg, GM, 
Leroy Kitch

Leroy Kitch and GM Steve Pigg 
presenting 40-year jewel.

Greg Fayhee and GM Steve Pigg pre-
senting 30-year jewel.
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 MT ZION ODD FELLOWS
The Mt Zion Odd Fellows once again participated in the annual Mt Zion Lions Club Parade and the entry this year was 

a Viking themed float.  The float was built, painted and decorated by the Odd Fellows over several weeks leading up to the 
parade.  The float was judged and won 1st place in the parade, resulting in a prize of $100.  The Studio B Dancers won the 2nd 
place prize and Cody Mahannah Excavating won the 3rd place prize but donated his winnings to the Odd Fellows.  Many of the 
Odd Fellows and family members dressed the part and enjoyed the event.

The Mt Zion Odd Fellows presented a 
$250 check to Katie Kunzeman with the Mt 
Zion Elementary Community Club to assist 
with sponsoring the Community Club’s 
mothers and sons event. The event is a 
fun day for the mothers and sons and also 
a fundraiser to help with various supplies 
for the teachers as well as music and arts 
program supplies.

The Mt Zion Odd Fellows #300 held the annual steak dinner fundraiser for 
the Mt Zion Girls Softball.  This year Chef Paul Higar did a great job again and 
was able to raise $3,600 which was all donated to the girls softball program.  
The program relies on fundraising to help offset expenses not otherwise 
covered.  The Odd Fellows are proud of the program and the community for 
supporting it.



RUTH BURRESS 77 YEAR MEMBER, 
OBITUARY

Ruth Ellen Burress, 
102, passed peacefully 
in the early mor ning 
hours of Christmas Eve, 
S a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r 
24, 2022, at the Tuscola 
Health Care Facility.

F u n e r a l  S e r v i c e s 
were held at 11:00 a.m., 
Tuesday, January 3, 2023 
at the Hilligoss Shrader 
Funeral Home, Tuscola, 
IL. Burial followed in 
the Tuscola Township 

Cemetery.
Visitation was held 1 hour prior to the service at the funeral 

home.
Ruth was born May 17, 1920, in Coles Station, IL to James 

(Jim) and Susie (Authenreith) Bouck.
She married Earle Vincent Burress on July 23, 1939, in St. 

Charles, Mo. He preceded her in death on August 26, 1982, 
and she was preceded in death by her parents.

She is sur vived by one daughter, Susan (Burress) 
Adkisson of Tuscola, IL; one grandson, Derek “Tag” Adkisson 
(Lynn Pfief fer) of Romeoville, IL; and one brother Larry 
(Susie) Bouck of Windsor, IL.

In June 2015 (age 95), Ruth was honored for her 70-year 
membership in the Zelma Rebekah Lodge in Tuscola IL, and 
Marrioraetta Rebekah Lodge #347 in Arthur, IL.  She was 
recognized for having held the most offices in the lodges, 
including Noble Grand. She was a 77 year member of the IL 
Rebekah Lodges.

She was also a long-time member and past president of the 
local American Legion Auxiliary. 

Ruth is known by many and loved by all for her perpetual 
smile, her positivity, her grit and her genuine compassion for 
the wellbeing of others.

In lieu of flowers, please consider honoring her legacy 
with a donation to your favorite local charity that provides 
support to those in need, to your local church that supports 
the work of missionaries or to a national organization that 
provides groundbreaking resources for care and research 
towards treatments and cures. Ruth’s favorites include the 
local American Legion Auxiliary, SAM Food Pantry (tus-
colaumc.org) Tuscola IL, First Christian Church Tuscola 
(fcctuscola.com), and the Myotonic Dystrophy Foundation 
(www.myotonic.org) – in honor of her granddaughter Paula 
who was afflicted with this debilitating disease.

Online condolences may be shared via hilligossshraderfh.com
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LITTLE ROCK LODGE 171

To help raise money for their lodge Jr Past Grand Master 
Mathew Yingling and PG Jessica Yingling play Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus 

PALACKY LODGE 630 SHARES WHAT 
THEY THINK HAS LED TO THEIR 

SUCCESS WITH THE 501C3
The Brothers & Sisters of Palacky Lodge #630 are grate-

ful to the Grand Lodge for implementing The Illinois Odd 
Fellow Charities 501c3. We have had some early success 
with utilizing the charitable status & I have been trying to 
think of how to share why we have been doing well. I think 
our Noble Grand Jeff Hamerman said it best. “I think when 
people believe in what they’re doing, they get excited about 
it and when they share their excitement with other people it’s 
contagious and when they see that it’s helping the commu-
nity they’re willing to donate. Once we know that people are 
looking to help the logical next step is to let them know that 
they could also get a tax-deductible receipt. It is actually very 
helpful to seal the deal.” It really does seem to be the case. We 
have been fortunate to increase our membership these past 
few years & we have very enthusiastic brothers & sisters. 
They are all willing to be hands on & when we have commu-
nity events, they tell the area residents all the good things that 
our lodge has been able to help with in our community. It has 
really drawn an interest that wasn’t there before. It’s one of 
those things that really restores your faith in the goodness of 
people & makes us all so grateful to a part of something big-
ger. Just like that bundle of sticks, we are stronger together! 
Good luck to all of you in promoting our charitable status & 
reaping the benefits.
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 MT ZION GUN #300 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
The Mt Zion Odd Fellows and Mt Zion Lions Club held their annual 12 Days of Christmas raffle and there were not only 12 

happy winners, but also the beneficiary of the raffle.  This year the Mt Zion Lodge elected to donate the funds raised to a local 
scout troop.  The scouts had sold Christmas trees in past years but were not able to this year.  Due to loosing that fundraiser, 
the scouts needed help to enable the troop to take to their annual camping and hiking trips.  The Mt Zion Lodge donated $6,500 
to the scouts to help offset the trip costs.  Also, one of the local raffle drawing winners donated $500 to the scouts.
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OTTAWA 41
Ottawa 41 gets a new Brother! Mike Dudzik was initiated at 

a ceremony hosted by Sycamore 105 at Earth Lodge Tuesday 
January 10th . We were greeted with Brotherly Love and a 
fine meal. 

 

( from left, Dave Altobella , Mike Dudzik, Ray Jackson GW, 
James Johnson) 

Ottawa 41’s Past Grand Rod Osborne presents Grand 
Warden Ray Jackson with his 20-year pin.

 CALENDER 2023

GRAND MASTERS CAKE AT BUSHNELL 
LODGE #322 ANNUAL RABBIT SUPPER

1/18/2023 CALENDAR 2022-2023

Date Event
Feb. 18 Exec Board
Feb. 18 All Degree Day Encampment Sycamore
Fe3b. 21 Mgmt & Housing
Feb. 25 Farmington Regional
Mar. 4 Waterloo Regional
Mar. 11 Rebekah Dist 19 Mattoon
Mar. 11 PM & Encampmnent Degree day Peoria
Mar. 18 Mt Zion Regional
Mar. 21 Mgmt & Housing
Mar. 25 Rebekah Dist 9 Sycamore
Apr. 1 Ottawa Degree
Apr. 1 Rebekah Dist in Troy
Apr. 15 Rebekah Dist 11 Lewistown
Apr. 18 Mgmt & Housing
Apr. 22 Rebekah Dist 12 Bushnell
Apr. 29 Flora Regional Meeting
May. 6 Tomb of the Unknowns
May. 13-14 GMC in Peoria 
May. 16 Mgmt & Housing
May. 20 Rebekah Dist 16. Fairbury.
Jun. 3 Family Picnic DayAnnual OF/Reb Family Picnic
Jun. 4 Ottawa Tomb of the unknown
Jun. 10 Field Day Peoria
Jun.16 & 17 Amos in Tuscola open to all
Jun. 20 Mgmt & Housing
July. 18 Mgmt & Housing
July 22-24 Great Lakes Conference in Bloomington
Aug. 15 Mgmt & Housing
Aug. 20-24 SGL in Des Moines IA
Sept. 9 Grand Master Trapp Shoot
Sept. 19 Mgmt & Housing
Oct. 8-9-10 Grand Lodge/School of Instruction on Sunday

F
L

T
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 ILLINOIS CENTER FOR AUTISM
On Tuesday, November 29, 2022, Jerald T. Sarnes, PGP, Grand Scribe, Charles Campbell, PGP, Niles Reamer, PGP trav-

eled to Fairview Heights, Illinois and presented a check from the Grand Encampment of Illinois in the amount of $10,000.00 
to Rachel Newsome Communication Officer and Troy Metheney, Executive Officer of the Illinois Center for Autism.  After the 
presentation, Rachel Newsome gave the Grand Encampment Officers a tour of the Illinois Center for Autism. 

 

 

Pictured L-R: Troy Metheney, Executive Officer, Rachel Newsome, Communications Officer, Jerald T. Sarnes PGP, Grand 
Scribe, Niles Reamer PGP, and Charles Campbell PGP.
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OTTAWA LODGE 41




